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Dear Sir^ 

The present communication originated with my read- 
ing yoar sermon on ^^ the birth of his Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales :'' and it is intended to submit 
for the consideration of yourself and brethren, two 
questions of great practical importance. 

I am the more thankful for the opportunity thus 
afforded, because many of the sentiments you have 
expressed are indisputable, and worthy of the occasion : 
your patriotic principles: your fatherly feeling at the 
birth of a child : your views respecting the importance 
of its early education, and its new birth : are all deserv- 
ing of high approbation and observance ; and, as far as 
it goes, for your censure of the deleterious heresy of 
Baptismal Regeneration, as it is now taught in places of 
high authority, I beg to offer you my sincere acknow- 
ledgment ; attended with an earnest hope that you will 
be preserved to see this holy sacrament delivered— on the 
one hand — ^from those depreciating views by which it has 
been dishonoured ; and, on the other, from those awful 
corruptions with which it has been combined. For I 
cannot think that any thing appointed by the Saviour will 



be found unimportant : and daily experience proves, that 
in this case, just views and a correct practice are more 
intimately connected with the interests of vital religion 
than we have generally been accustomed to think. 

On this account, dear Sir, I have ventured to submit 
the following questions to yourself and brethren : — 

First, — Ought not something more decisive to be done 
in eacposing the nature, and checking the progress of this 
Papal hei'Bsy 7 

I call this doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration a heresy, 
because it has no support from the word of God : I call 
it papal, because it was first defined and authorised in 
the Council of Trent, and has been derived from that 
source by every church where it is now practised ; and 
I present it as a matter of general solicitude, because 
nothing is more fatal to the interests of evangelical and 
personal religion. 

To show how imperatively this subject claims our 
common and prayerful activity, I have selected the 
following passages from No. 67 of the Oxford Tracts. 
This I regard as the most just and ingenuous exposition 
of the doctrine taught and implied in the book of 
Common Prayer. It is not right to call it Puseyism — 
it is the doctrine of the English hierarchy ; and the 
whole fabric of its worship and discipline rests on this as 
on a comer-^tone. 

First, then, ^My baptism in which I was made a child of 
^ God and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven*'— is— " that 
** act whereby G6d takes us out of our relation to Adam, and 
^ makes us actual members of His Son : and so His sons as 
*' being members of his ever-blessed Son ; and if sons, thexi 
^' heirs of God through Christ."— 0«/br<i Trad 67, p. 23. 



ftere the physical and official act of baptism without 
Any knowledge or act of the child is made to involve the 
everlasting interests of the soul. 

Secondly — '^ We know this (Baptismal Regeneration) in its 
" author — God : in its instrument— Baptism : in its end— Salva-. 
** tion, union with Christ, sonship to God, resurrection from the 
** dead, and the life of the world to come. We only know it 
^ not, where it does not concern us to know it, in the mode of 
« its operation."— O^Bfcwd Tract 67, p. 23. 

This not only retains and extends the idea of spiritual 
benefit resulting from the physical act ; it holds up that 
benefit boldly in the face of a perceived irrationality in 
the doctrine : and presents it, not as a subject to be 
investigated, but as an affirmation that must be believed 
on divine authority ; and as a work wrought by the 
power of God. 

Thirdly. — ^*n?hus baptismmay obviously be looked upon either 
" with reference to the past or the future ; as a passage from 
** death, or to life ; as a deliverance /rom sin, or a renewal to hqli- 
^ ness ; a death unto sin or a new birth unto righteousness ; and 
** men's minds might from circumstances be directed prominently 
" to the one or other view. Again, they might look upon Bap- 
^ tism as it was a channel of these blessings, in that the person 
** baptised becomes thereby * a member of Christ,' (which one 
^ saying comprehends more than all which men's or angel's 
« thoughts can conceive of blessedness.") — pp. 20, 21, idem. 

Here the spiritual benefit is made to include those 
necessities which have been created by our sin, and the 
deliverance of a soul from death is professedly secured 
by a process of which the soul itself was never conscious. 

Fourthly. — ^" Who can tell to how many thousands, or tens of 
** thousands, this same doctrine has been the blessed means of a 
''isontinuedehildlik-e growth in grace, who have been silently 



'* growing up, supported by the mestimable poriTil^ge of haying 
"^ been made God's children, before they themselves knew good 
^ or evil ; who have on the whole been nniformly kept within 
^ Christ's fold, and are now ^ heartily thanking their heavenly 
** Father for having called them' thus early to this state of sal- 
^ vation, into which, had it been left to their frailtchoioe^ they 
^^ had never entered ; who rejoice with joy unspeakable and liill 
** of glory that they were pkuied in the ark of Chxist's churcfa, 
" and not first called, of themselves to take refuge in it oat of 

** the ruins of a lost world."— Oa/orrf Traa 67, pp. 8, 9. 

» 

Here the necessity of personally for oarselveB seeking 
refuge in Christ from the ruins of a lost world is quite 
set aside, excepting in those accidental eases, or excep- 
tions, in which the infant baptism has been neglected. 

Lastly. — :*' Baptismal Begeneration as connected with the 
^ incarnation of our blessed Lord, g^ves a 4epth to our* Christiaii 
" existence, an actualness to our imion with Christ, a reality to 
'^ our sonship to God, an interest in the presence of our Lord's 
^ glorified body at God's right hand, a joyousness amid the sul^- 
" duing of the flesh, an overwhelmingness to the dignity con- 
^ ferred on human nature, a solemnity to the communion of 
** saints, who are the fulness of Him who filleth all in all, a l3ub- 
^ stantiality to the indwelling of Christ, that to those who retain 
** this truth, the school which abandoned it must needs appear to 
« have sold its birthright."— 0»/br<i Trciet 67, pp. 12, 13. 

The least that can be said of these passages is, that 
they are most candid. They admit the principle and go 
the whole length of its application. The heresy cannot 
be stated more strongly than it is in the words of its own 
advocates. You and the brethren therefore are asked 
to consider by how many clergymen, in how many 
churches, and to how many millions this pernicious error 
is administered with more or less distinctness every Lord's 
Day ; to think with what strength it has rooted itself in 



the hearts of oar countrymen : and to trace if possible, 
its destructiye power over those on which its influence is 
exerted J and then to say, whether something more 
decisive ought not at least to be attempted : in checking 
the progress^ if not in extirpatings the pernicious malady. 
Respecting its influence on the untaught multitude, I 
will pause only to state, that every week of pastoral duty 
shews with more distinctness its extent and subtilty. It 
prepossesses the public mind with an assurance of per- 
sonal safety: and it gives, an uncharitable, and sectarian 
air to every eflbrt we make to rouse them from this carnal 
security. It descends to the lowest, and it rises to the 
highest of mankind, and soothes them all into a condi- 
tion fraught with most imminent danger. Scarcely an 
example more affecting can be found than tha(; presented 
in the Prince whose birth you celebrated. He is noW 
said to be bom again, a child of God, an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven. The same consecrated lips pro- 
nounce him by natural birth an inheritor of the kingdom 
of England, and by his baptismal birth an inheritor of 
the kingdom of Heaven. Should any one impeach his 
former title, it will be called treason, and vindicated in 
death : by what means then will his title to the heavenly in- 
heritance be impeached. Who will admonish his youthful 
spirit that he has still to expect a second new birth ? That 
unless he is born a third time, he cannot see the kingdom 
of Heaven ? God is able I know to raise up men fitted 
for such a task : but, if he does, their task will be more 
difficult through this Sacramental heresy; and that 
splendid pageant of which this royal infant was made the 
subject will lie with all the weight it has, against his sal- 
vation, and their success. 
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The second question I have to put is this : — 

Oitght not you and your brethren, in some more obvious 
and conclusive way, to clear yourselves, and the ceremony 
you perform on infants ; from your implication in the 
evils which flow from this pernicious heresy ? 

Being prepared to go the whole length with you in free 
communion, and in every act of liberality, I demand in 
return the privilege of pressing this question, without 
any impeachment of my affection. I feel it, Sir, to be 
important ; and most of all, important to you. 

The source of this feeling will be explained by the two 
following passages in the Oxford Tract, No. 67. 

First, at p. 9, note. — ^ They with whom we contend are no 
" enemies to the Baptism of Infants ; it is not their desire that 
*' the church should hazard so many souls by letting them run 
*' on till they come to ripeness of understanding ; that so they 
'^may be converted and then baptized, as infidels heretofore 
'^ have been ; they bear not towards Grod so unthankful mind» 
^ as not to acknowledge it ever among the greatest of his 
*' endless mercies^that by making us His own possession so soon, 
'^ many advantages which Satan otherwise might take are pre- 
'' vented. — Hockery 6. v. § 64." 

The words are quoted from Hooker, and the word 
" infidel" is the term by which he chose to designate his- 
Baptist brethren. The other parties of whom he spoke 
were Cartwright, and the Nonconformist Psedo-baptists. 

Secondly, at pp. 22, 23.— "^ The difficulty of explaining Bap« 
'.' tismal Begeneration is two-fold. First, from its being a 
^ mystery ; Secondly, from men being in these days inclined ta 
^ lower that mystery. Thus one should prefer speaking of it^ 
" with our catechism, as that whereby we were made, * members 
" of Christ ;* but then when people explain * members of Christ* 
" to be * members of Christ's church,' and that to mean ^membera 
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** of his visible clmroli, or of the society of men called Christians/ 

^ a description in itself the highest and most glorious, and the 

** source of every other blessing, is made equivalent to a mere 

outward admission into a mere outward 'assemblage of men.' 

In either case, however, man is the author of his own diffi- 

^ cnlties ; in the one by lowering the fulness of Scripture truth ; 

** in the other by carnally inquiring into the mode of the divine 

** working. For a mystery presents no mystery to belief^ it 

^ becomes difficult only when we ask about the mode of its 

^ being. Nicodemas asked ' how can these things be ;* and 

^ most of our questions about Baptismal Regeneration, are 

** Nicodemas* questions. We know it in its author— Grod, in its 

*^ instrument — ^baptism ; in its end — salvation, union with Christ, 

^ sonship to God, resurrection from the dead, and the life of 

** the world to come."— 0^/brtZ Tract 67. 

To this Baptism, Sir, you assert the right of infants. 
You avow it in your sermon ; and in these two passages 
your brethren who advocate this claim with you, first 
declare, you to be their allies, and then press you with 
the charge of *' lowering the fulness of Scripture truth,'' 
and thereby reducing the dignity and importance of this 
Sacrament, because you make it confer upon the child 
too small an advantage. Instead of a vital union to 
Christ himself^ you make this ceremony unite the infant 
only to the visible church ; or still more indefinitely, 
to the New Covenant ; or to the gospel dispensation. 

Besides this charge, the last form of expression in- 
volves an absolute untruth. For, the gospel dispensa- 
tion, like a sphere, that fills the space of heaven, and is 
itself penetrated with divine light, has come upon us 
all. It did not wait for our ceremonies, or our wish. It 
has come upon us, and its commission comprehends the 
earth. The righteous, the wicked, the believer, the un- 
believer, the baptized, the unbaptized, this dispensation 
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of mercy-^thifl reign of God has come upon them all; 
and aUy from the least to the greatest, are vselcome to its 
privileges, subject to its conditionS| and accountable to its 
judgment. 

The whole matter between jou, therefore, relates to the 
personal appropriation of tlus new ooveoant: and the 
particular question is haw far this ceremony you perform 
on infants does further their appropriation and er^oy- 
ment of its blessings ? Does it eao opere operalo — do any 
thing or no thing ? if it does any thing, what does it do ? 
does it regenerate, or no 7 If you choose to s^ initiate 
-»into what does it initiate? into the yiflible ebtmsh, 
into the spiritual church; or into a vital and saving 
union with the person of our Lord Jesus Christ? 

If Psedo-baptism be a divine ordinance it seems a most 
unaccountable thing that its advocates should entertain 
such various notions respecting its nature and e^Eects. 
According to some, it accomplishes every thing, and 
makes salvation sure: according to others it merely 
shows salvation to be necessary, but in itself does nothing 
to promote it; and, while the conflict is pressed on one 
side by most confident appeals to scripture ; and resisted 
on the other with an aversion which trembles as if 
it were conscious of its own weakness : the common 
people beguiled and embarrassed by their teachers, choose 
what is most congenial with their own feelings, and hope 
that though something hereafter should be found in their 
obedience not quite correct, an excuse will be supplied in 
the obscurity of their instructions. 

My object. Sir, is not to deduce from these positions 
their legitimate consequences : nor yet to define the shade 
of light in which you and your brethren view the subject. 
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Those whom you join in advocating the eeremonj in 
question^ plead against yoU; that you " lower thefulnem 
of scripture trutM' by rejecting its regenerating power. 
They fpund this plea on an appeal to scripture alone; and 
I wish to ask seriously, but very affectionately y how you 
can explain those scriptweSf and apply them to the cere- 
numy you defend, without admitting yourselves thi bap- 
tismal regeneration for which they plead? 

Examples for illustration may be found in Rom. vi. 
1—14 1 Col. ii. 12; and Gal. iii. 26—29, with many 
others ; on which it may be proper to observe. 

First — ^That Baptism is here presented as a personal, 
and an individual, but never as a relative act. Conse* 
quently it is urged as a duty on a penitent — a believer — 
or conversion, being previously understood, as a duty on 
all mankind, each individual acting for himself; but it 
is nowhere presented as a duty to be performed for others. 
No pa^nt or guardian is commanded to baptize the infant 
under his care : nor is there any passage that enforces on 
parents an observance of those duties which were under- 
taken at the baptism of their child. The baptized person 
is reminded that when baptized into Christ, he put on 
Christ; but the duties of a sponsor, or the sponsorial 
duties of a parent are never mentioned in the New Testa* 
ment at all. 

Secondly— The Oxford Tract, No. 67, affirms that this 
is also a saving act, and at p. 27, it goes on to say that 
'^ It is nowhere implied that any Christian had not been 
regenerated, or could hereafter be so.'' Now the passages 
referred to on this last position appear to me most certainly 
to favour that view. 1 do not know of one case in scrip- 
ture where baptism is represented as looking forward to 



12 

a necessary conversion ; but many in which it looks back 
on one that has transpired. Thus Col. ii. 12 : " Buried 
with him in baptism^' S^c, describes a past act — a per- 
sonal act — and one which implies a hope of salvation :. 
hence it is in the past tense ; and, looking to this past act, 
which had been solemnly performed by individuals, it 
supposes consequently, a present obligation which the 

persons who had been baptized are urged to fulfil . 

The same maybe affirmed of Rom. vi. 1 — '14: " As 
many as were baptized into Christ, were baptized into his 
death," &;c. The whole section speaks both of and to, 
persons who had performed a past act — a personal act — 
and one which implied their personal justification by 
faith. This past act of baptism carried its obligation for- 
ward, as a sacramental pledge, afiecting all the future 
activities of life, and showing the purity of that faith by 
which they were justified. Hence the inference. We 
dare not sin that grace may abound : because we h^ve by 
a sacramental act, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, declared ourselves to be 
dead to the allurements of sin as Christ was : and that 
we would endure his suffering rather than be held in its 
bondage. We are under grace, it is true^, but through its 
all-sufficient power we must relinquish sin, or give up the 
faith in which we received our Baptism : for they cannot 
by any possibility be combined. 

Thirdly — Sir, It must be observed that these passages 
speak of Christian baptism as such. '^ As many as have 
been baptized" means all and every one. There are not 
two baptisms, one of believers looking back on their con- 
version ; and another of infants and unbelievers looking 
forward to a future and necessary conversion. In fact 



13 

the scriptures in no place speak of baptized * persons as 
being in danger of condemnation, unless it speak at the 
same time of their unfaithfulness or appstacy ; and this 
we might expect from the premises, for these two pas« 
sages teach us that every baptized person is either a 
converted sinner, consecrating himself to Christ his 
Redeemer in the spirit of martyrdom, or else that he is 
an hypocrite. 

Here, then, is the difficulty ; these passages must apply 
either to persons prospectively baptized when known to 
be unconverted ; or, they must support Baptismal Rege^ 
neration by which the pe^'son is supposed to be converted 
in the act of Baptism ; or else, lastly — they must imply 
that those who were baptized had been received as con^ 
verted sinners before the sacrament was administered to 
them. The first of these alternatives contains, as I sup- 
pose, your own view ; and the request which I repeat to 
you and your brethren, is, that you will explain in what 
way these passages can be applied to the ceremony you 
call Christian baptism : and yet not support the repu^ 
diated heresy of Baptismal Regeneration ? If you will do 
me this favour, many will be greatly obliged, and, I 
hope, delivered from a most pernicious delusion. 

The last alternative expresses my own view. I believe 
that these passages and others of the same kind can be 
consistently applied to such persons only as in a converted 
state solemnly and sincerely embrace the sacrament for 
themselves. These are baptized (entering) into Christ, 
and being in Christ they are new creatures. In the holy 
resolution of a new nature and the faith with which they 
lean on God, they engage to follow their Lord even unto 
death ; and before the church, the world, and heaven, 
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and hell, ihej put on Christ, as their only covering and 
ornament, so that whenever He shall be laid aside thej 
will become both naked in their shame, and defencdess 
in their punishment. 

The only confirmation of this view that I shall now 
submit is drawn from the Abrahamic covenant. It is not 
certain that its circumcision was a type and precursor of 
our baptism, the evidence rather goes the other way ; but 
this Jewish rite will serve to explain the object of all 
positive institutions in the church of Ood. They involve 
a kind concession to our earthly and imperfect nature ; 
and are intended to render more permanently sensible to 
us a fact which might otherwise be passed over without 
a proper recognition. Hence, a child that was born a 
Jew was circumcised; to recognise both the fact and 
the interest which he thence derived in the covenant made 
with his fathers. He was not made a Jew by circum- 
cision, he was circumcised because he was a Jew : to 
recognise and render the fact more obvious, where it was 
most for his interest and the glory of God that it should 
be both/known — ^remembered, and acted upon . The same 
is true of their proselytes. When converted to the Jewish 
religion they were circumcised ; but never converted by 
their circumcision ; much less were they circumcised to 
show that they must be converted, and become Jews 
hereafter. These theories had no existence in the Jewish 
church. They knew of no prospective circumcision— nor 
of any circumcisional conversion. They only knew of 
circumcision administered to Jews — either by birth or by 
conversion. Hence the rite is called a seal : (that is) 
a sensible attestation to an obscure it may be, but yet 
some known reality. Such then is Christian Baptism. 
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It is not a prospective emblem of a future and necessary 
conversion; nor is it a physical instrument by which 
conversion is produced; but a sensible sign and seal 
of actual and past conversion ; and it is no more to be 
administered where conversion has not been evinced, than 
the high priest would have circumcised an unconverted 
Egyptian. This is precisely the idea of Paul, Gal. iii. 
26—29. '^ For ye are aU children of God, by faith in 
Christ Jesus. For as many as were baptized Centering) 
into Christ, have put on Christ. Ye are not one a Jew, 
another a Greek, one a slave and another free, one male 
and another female : for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 
But if ye are Chrises, than are ye a seed of Abraham, 
and inheritors according to the promise'^ 

But I will not enlarge, because I am only writing for 
information : I ask for that information from you, 
because of the very high respect and sincere affection I 
entertain towards you personally ; and the publishing of 
your sermon has given to me an opportunity which is both 
pleasing and appropriate. If I should appear a little 
free in any thing excuse it for the sake of the motive, and 
the interests that are involved; and do not withhold 
what is asked, I entreat you, for the times in which we 
live are most eventful and hazardous; and, whatever 
you, or your brethren may do, to clear this truth of Ood, 
will be thankfully received by, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours sincerely, 

C. Stovil. 
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